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of children from all areas of the world. Pro-
fessor Small was born in Colon, Panama. She
attended Elementary School at Escuela
Republica del Paraguay and continued her
education at Abel Bravo High School. Pro-
fessor Small initiated studies for a Spanish
professorship at Panama University in 1955
and graduated in 1960. She continued Grad-
uate Studies at Panama University and ob-
tained a Ucentiate in Philosophy and Letters
with Specialization in Spanish in 1962. In 1963
she attended the Interamerican University of
Coahuila, Mexico and obtained a Masters De-
gree in Spanish Grammar and Literature.

Ms. Small migrated to the United States in
1966 and attended Columbia University pur-
suing studies toward school administration.
She graduated in 1969 and obtained a Profes-
sional Diploma. Upon graduating from Colum-
bia University she worked for Cornell Univer-
sity as a bilingual research associate. Her du-
ties were to instruct low-income homemakers
in home management and consumer edu-
cation. From 1974 to 1977 she served as a di-
rector of education in the South Bronx for drug
addicts and alcoholics. Her mission was to
place them in schools and jobs after rehabilita-
tion. Ms. Small joined the Board of Education
in 1977 as a bilingual teacher. In 1979 she
transferred to bilingual special education in
order to guide and assist Hispanic students
who were wrongfully placed. With the assist-
ance of the Board of Education, she continued
her studies in special education at Brooklyn
College.

In 1982, she obtained a Master of Science
Degree in Education with Specialization in
Children with Special Needs. Professor Small
served in the evenings as an adjunct pro-
fessor of spanish at Bronx Community College
and at City College for 10 years. Professor
Small is an assiduous community worker. She
is a member of the Canarsie Community
Council, the Vice President of the Women’s
Caucus for Congressman Edolphus Towns,
the Trustee for the Day of Independence
Committee of Panamanians in New York. She
is also a soloist of the choir of St. Martin
Roman Catholic Church and a member of the
choir of the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music.
She is also a member of many other organiza-
tions. Currently Professor Small is a retired
assistant principal and her life goal and aspira-
tions are to produce successful students and
citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | call on my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the contributions and ac-
complishments of Ms. Dorothy Small.

———

HONORING THE GRADUATES OF
THE ROOFER’S LOCAL UNION 26

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity and respect that | offer con-
gratulations to several of Northwest Indiana’s
most talented, dedicated, and hardworking in-
dividuals. On Saturday, December 1, 2012,
the Roofers Local Union 26 will honor the
graduating class of 2012 at the Annual Ap-
prentice Graduation Banquet, which will be
held at the Patio Restaurant in Merrillville, In-
diana.
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At this year's banquet, the Roofers Local
Union 26 will recognize and honor the fol-
lowing individuals who have completed their
apprentice training in 2012: Jeremy Villarruel,
Curtis  Mueller, Jason Gutierrez, Jeremy
Marsh, Mike Sallee, Fausto Jimenez Jr., Kevin
Cooper, Travis Nuss, Chris Kittle, Tommy
Haynes, and David Garcia.

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its
tradesmen. These graduates are outstanding
examples of each. They have mastered their
trade and have demonstrated their loyalty to
both the union and the community through
their hard work and tireless dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating these dedicated and hardworking indi-
viduals. Along with the other men and women
of Northwest Indiana’s unions, these individ-
uals have committed themselves to making a
significant contribution to the growth and de-
velopment of the economy of the First Con-
gressional District, and | am very proud to rep-
resent them in Washington, D.C.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF AUDREY NEAL

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the career of Ms. Audrey
Neal. After four decades of faithfully serving
the Wilson community, Audrey Neal will retire
next month. Ms. Neal began working at the
Wilson County Register of Deeds in 1972 as
a Deputy Register of Deeds. In her position
she helped to oversee Wilson County’s real
property and vital records.

In 2002, Ms. Neal was appointed to com-
plete the unexpired term of then-Register of
Deeds, Ms. Celia Brinson. Due to Audrey’s
leadership and experience, she was elected in
2004 to serve a full term as Register of
Deeds, and has been reelected since.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Neal is retiring from Wil-
son County Register Deeds after a remarkable
40 years of service on December 3.

As she enters this new chapter in her life,
| ask my colleagues to join me in showing
gratitude for Audrey’s service, and in con-
gratulating her on retiring. Congratulations Au-
drey, well done.

PRISCILLA BOHL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Priscilla Bohl
for her outstanding service to our community.

Priscilla’s passion for business and eco-
nomic development is exemplified through her
efforts with the Jefferson County Career Cen-
ter and collaborating with local businesses to
match the unemployed with jobs.

Priscilla was instrumental in the develop-
ment and implementation of the successful
AddONE campaign, an initiative to generate
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local jobs. She worked tirelessly to bring to-
gether elected officials, local businesses, and
economic development professionals to bol-
ster AAdONE'’s efficacy.

Priscilla serves on the Advisory Council of
the Jefferson County Business Resource Cen-
ter and the Jefferson County Advanced Manu-
facturing Council. Priscilla also works with var-
ious tactical teams related to the Governor's
Blueprint for targeted industries in the State of
Colorado.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Pris-
cilla Bohl for her well deserved honor by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County and
thank her for her commitment to the commu-
nity. | have no doubt she will exhibit the same
dedication and character in all her future ac-
complishments.

TRIBUTE TO BEATRICE GONZALEZ

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Ms. Beatrice Gonzalez. She in-
herited her love for serving people and her
community from her father Mr. Salvador and
mother Pilar Gonzalez, who were part of the
founding members of the Puerto Rican Mer-
chants Association in the 1950’s in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn. Ms Gonzalez is a devoted sin-
gle mother to her son Julian Michael Perez
who has become a well renowned musician.

Ms. Gonzalez has acted as a community
leader and advocate for the intellectual disabil-
ities as the Director of Human Resources and
Special Assistant to the President/CEO of the
Federation of Multicultural Programs, Inc. For
the past 28 year She has initiated several pro-
grams that have enhanced the quality of life
for people with intellectual disabilities through-
out city.

Ms. Gonzales has been active in programs
that address violence within youth populations
working with community leaders, State Legis-
lators and clergy. Ms Gonzalez is well known
for her tenacity, hard work and generosity to-
wards those who are less fortunate in our so-
ciety. Mr. Speaker, Beatrice Gonzalez is truly
one of the New York City’s unsung heroes.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Ms. Beatrice Gonzalez.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
REVEREND JIMMY PYLES

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Reverend Jimmie Pyles of
Quitman, La. Reverend Pyles was a beacon of
light to countless souls during his 60 years of
Methodist ministry, and he will be sorely
missed.

Born on May 20, 1935, Reverend Pyles
grew up in Jonesboro, La. He received his de-
gree in theological studies from Southern
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, and
married Dessie Hinton Pyles of Quitman. Their
union produced Andy Pyles, who is now the
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head football coach at Winnfield High School.
Pyles’s three grandchildren, Tyler, Dustin, and
Kayla, were his pride and joy. Reverend Pyles
was very much a family man who lived an
honorable life, striving to lead by example and
be the best he could be, personally and pro-
fessionally.

Reverend Pyles’s passion in life was serving
God and people. He lived this passion every
day through his work, while serving as a pas-
tor of 10 different Methodist churches, on the
board of the United Methodist Children’s
Home in Ruston, at the General Secretary of
the United Christian Ashram, on the Executive
Committee for the World Methodist Council, as
Ruston District Supervisor, and in his daily life
as a husband, parent, and grandparent,
among many other posts he has occupied. He
gave freely and generously of himself and his
time, and the world is truly a better place for
his efforts.

In the letter of Saint Paul the Apostle to
Timothy, (2 Timothy 2:8-13), Paul says “If we
have died with him, we shall also live with
him; if we persevere, we shall also reign with
him.” As we remember Reverend Pyles, there
can be no doubt that he lived and died in his
faith. Reverend Pyles’s life is an example to
all of us.

To say that he left his fingerprint on the
world would be an understatement. Reverend
Pyles brought peace, joy, and spiritual life to
so many, and he will live in our hearts forever.

———

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
(U.S. ARMY-RET) LEE F. KICHEN)

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor my constituent, Lieutenant Colonel
(U.S. Army-Ret) Lee F. Kichen of Sarasota,
Florida. Colonel Kichen is a great American
who recently retired after decades of service
to his country and his fellow veterans.

Colonel Kichen most recently served as a
state service officer with the Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) at the Veterans Affairs Re-
gional Office in St. Petersburg. He was also
the VFW’s state legislative chairman. Succes-
sive VFW Commanders in Chief also ap-
pointed Lee to the National Security and For-
eign Affairs Committee, National By-Laws and
Resolutions Committee, Veterans Services
Resolution Committee and the National Legis-
lative Committee. In these positions, he has
been a tireless and effective advocate for our
Veterans.

As a state service officer for the VFW and
in a previous position as a veterans service of-
ficer for Sarasota County, Lee has helped
countless veterans and their families obtain
from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
benefits, such as disability compensation, pen-
sions, health care, and vocational and rehabili-
tation training.

| had the privilege of working with Lee in his
capacity as VFW legislative chairman on sev-
eral issues, including the establishment of a
national cemetery in Sarasota to ensure area
veterans are laid to rest with the respect and
dignity they deserve and passage of the Post
9/11 Gl bill to provide service men and women
who have served in active duty since Sep-
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tember 11, 2001 with additional education
benefits similar to those provided in the G.|
bill.

Lee is a native of Framingham, Massachu-
setts.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst and Mas-
ter of Arts degrees from Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity and Chapman University.

In addition to his civilian education, Lee is a
graduate of the Army’s Command and Gen-
eral Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas and the Air War College, Maxwell Air
Force Base, Alabama.

He retired from the United States Army in
1997 after twenty-seven years of service as
an Armor officer. He served in various com-
mand and staff positions in the Continental
United States and overseas.

His military decorations include the Legion
of Merit, with one oak leaf cluster; the Meri-
torious Service Medal, with two oak leaf clus-
ters; the Army Commendation Medal, with two
oak leaf clusters; the Army Achievement
Medal and the Korea Defense Service Medal.
He also wears the Army Staff Identification
Badge, the Army Superior Unit Award, the Re-
public of Korea Presidential Unit Citation, the
Bronze Medallion of the Order of St. George,
and the Silver Medallion of the Order of St.
George.

He is a Gold Legacy Life Member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and a Life Member
of the Disabled American Veterans, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars National Children’s
Home, the Military Officers Association of
America and the Military Order of the World
Wars.

He is also a member of the Jewish War Vet-
erans, the AMVETS, the American Legion, the
Association of the United States Army, the
Armor Association, the United States Cavalry
Association, and the Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of the Elks.

Lee is on the Board of Directors of the 3rd
Cavalry Association. He served as President
of the Sarasota County Veterans Commission
from 1999-2002. He is the Vice Chairman of
the Sarasota National Cemetery Advisory
Committee. He also serves on Senator
George Lemieux’s and Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN's  Service Academy Selection
Boards

He was recognized by Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 3233 as its Man of the Year, Elks
Lodge #2495 as its Citizen of the Year, the
Bradenton-Sarasota Chapter of the Military
Order of the World Wars with the Silver Pat-
rick Henry Medallion for Patriotic Service and
by the Sarasota County Veterans Commission
as its Veteran of the Year.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 13th
District, | thank Lee for his dedicated service
to our nation and wish him and his wife Carol
a happy and healthy retirement.

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT GRAHAM
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute and to honor to Master Gunnery
Sergeant Graham for his dedication and com-
mitment to his country.
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Master Gunnery Sergeant Graham grad-
uated from Thomas Jefferson High School in
Brooklyn, New York in 1981. On February 23,
1982 he enlisted in the Marine Corps and at-
tended recruit training at the Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot in Parris Island, South Carolina.
After graduating Recruit Training, Private First
Class Graham transferred to the U.S. Army
Transportation School in Forth Eustis, VA for
training in his occupational field.

In September 1982 after he was transferred
to Marine Corps Base, Camp S.D. Butler, Oki-
nawa Japan, Graham was promoted to Lance
Corporal and subsequently meritoriously pro-
moted to Corporal. On December 1, 1985 he
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant after
being transferred to Marine Corps Base in
Quantico, Virginia. In 1996 he was promoted
to the rank or Gunnery Sergeant. On May 1,
2001 he was promoted to Master Sergeant
and was ultimately promoted to Master Gun-
nery Sergeant in February of 2006.

His personal decorations include the Navy
and Marine Corps Commendation Medal,
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal,
Combat Action Ribbon, Navy Unity Com-
mendation Ribbon 2nd Award, Navy Meri-
torious Unity Commendation Ribbon, Maine
Corps Good Conduct Medal 8th Award, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal 2nd Award,
South West Asia Service Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal, Korean Defense
Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon 6th Award, Navy Marine Corps Overseas
Ribbon, Drill Instructor Service Ribbon, Kuwait
Liberation medal (Saudi Aribia), Kuwait Libera-
tion Medal (Kuwait) and the Irag campaign
medal.

On December 16, 2011 Master Gunnery
Sergeant Graham retired from the Marine
Corps after thirty years of Active Service.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mas-
ter Gunnery Sergeant Graham for his out-
standing service to our country.

MARGOT ZALLEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Margot Zallen
for her outstanding service to our community.

Upon receiving her J.D. from the DU Col-
lege of Law, Margot began working as an at-
torney for the U.S. Department of Interior
(USDQI), representing the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS). Margot rose through the
ranks for 33 years until her retirement last
year as a senior attorney.

While representing the FWS, Margot worked
on many controversial and significant cases
passionately protecting wildlife, endangered
species and their habitats in Colorado and
across the nation. Margot has been tasked
with many leadership roles within Colorado
such as the creation of the Lookout Mountain
Water District, the Jefferson County Open
Space Program, and in 1972 helped found
Plan Jeffco.

Margot also facilitated the acquisition, settle-
ment and protection of North Table Mountain
and was a founding member of the Canyon
Area Residents for the Environment (CARE).
CARE works to protect the foothills and its
mountain backdrops of Jefferson County.
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